The passage of the University Act of 1906 under the 
terms of which the determination of the courses leading to 
degrees was placed in the hands of the Faculty concerned 
subject always to the passage of a statute by the Senate 
and the confirmation of the same by the Board of Governors, 
was the most important recent event in the status of the 
Faculty of Arts. Am early act of the Faculty was the con- 
sideration of its courses with a view to settlement, in the 
first place of the General Course, and subsequently of the 
Honour or Special Coursesh The feeling had been growing 
for some time that in the General Course the studentd energy 
was dissipated over too many subjects in any one year, that 
there was a lack of sequence, an attempt to do too many things 
not well but indifferently, a general weakness in the curric- 
ulum provided. The General Course was lightly esteemed. 
The majority of students attempted Honour courses for which 
in magycases they were ill prepared. In the Honour courses 
the student regarded the General Course subjects as unimport- 
ant and consequently neglected them. 


The investigation brought out the following facts:- 


It seemed better, instead of the old plan, to provide for a 
pretty definite division into two groups (1) of the First 

and Second Years (2) of the Third and Fourth Years, with 
géefinite sequences in each group; to arrange the compulsory 
language training in the first group, where the student would 
continue the work done in the High School or Collegiate 


Institute, and instead of two hours in all four years to 


require four hours in each of two consecutive years, thereby 
securing more satisfactory results; to make the subjects 

of the first group (a) wnglish (b) Latin (c) a language other 
than Latin and at least one Science (d) Mathematics (e) History 


or Religious Knowledge, and the Second group, (a) English - 


the compulsory subject - (b) History or Philosophy or 
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Kconomics (c) Sciences (ad) Languages {e) Religious Knowledge 
or an option - six subjects in each year except that in the 
Third and Fourth Years students taking two Sciences were 
limited to five subjects. In each group the student was 
required tc follow a definite sequence of subjects sco as to 
lnow a few things well rather than a greater number indiff- 

The immediate effect of this change when provision was 
made for what the student called "Honours in the General 
Course" was 8 great inerease of students in the Gensral 
Course = for which alone large percentage of students are 
fitted. At the same time entrance conditions were demanded 

om students entering Honour courses because it was felt 
that those who wers gualified to enter such courses were 
relatively rare men who should be encouraged to develop their 
powers and not be held back by the presence in their classes 
of those whose attainments were not adequate. These changes 
have undoubtedly meant distinct advances. The graduate in 
the General Course is a better type. The graduate in an 
Honour Gourse with the higher entrance condition is more 
competent to pursue such a course and his course is a more 
complete unit than before, he has a better general basis 
of education in a lesser number of subjects and his general 
course suojects are not as numerous as formerly. 
Make g 

fhe revised General Course it possible for many students 
holding Honour Matriculation, Scholarship or Faculty Hntrance 
certificates to enter the Second Year bither in the General 
Course or in such Honour courses as Philosophy and Political 
Science. This privilege has been so extended by the accept- 
ance of satisfactory laboratory work in Biology and Physics 


at the High School or Collegiate Institute that it will 


encourage an increasing number of students fo remain in these 
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schools so as to enter thé University and complete the 
course for B.A. in three years. 

It has been the rule for some years to require, except 
in unugual cases, from candidates in an Honour course, stand- 
ing at Honour Junior \iatriculation or Faculty Entrance in 
at least three subjects. It was found that a large percent- 
age of Honour candidates had more than that requirement, Many 
were wxempt from all General Course subjects of the First 
Year because of Honour Matriculation, Scholarship or Faculty 
Rntrance Gertificates. 

In order to induce students to remain at home and 
secure advanced standing there, to relieve pressure in the 
University and its Colleges caused by the large classes in 
the First Year General Course subjects, to enable students 
in Honour courses to devote more time and attention to their 
specialized work the University requires for the Session 
1916-1917 each student entering an Honour course which begins 
in the First Year to have standing in at least four subjects 
of the grade of Honour Matriculation or Faculty santrance 
modified as to percentages according to the Honour course 
pursued, but in every case requiring Latin and Mathematics. 

Among the effects of the changes proposed are the 
following: - 

(a) The increase of the number of students in the High 
Schools or Collegiate Institutes taking up for examination 
purposes the most advanced work in these schools, and it is 
hoped an increase in the numbers of students taking either 
a large number of Honour Matriculation subjects or the 
complete Faculty Hntrance certificate. 

(®) <A better standard among Honour students at @ntrance 
because the relatively small number of such students in a 


school with the longer session and intensive work makes 


training possible which is much less thorough ia the Univ- 
ersity with its shorter session and larger classes. 

(c) A Detter general basis of education for Honour 
students since all mist have snglish, Latin, Mathematics, 
a modern Language and at least one Science - the most if not 
all of whch will be obtained in the schools of the Province. 
(ad) A better specialist since he can devote more time to 
the work in which he would specialize. 

(e) The limitation of the number of students in th 
Honour courses to those who are likely to be students of the 
best type, because the entrance conditions will eliminate 
the indifferent student. 

The revised Gensral Course is not now a fixed course in 
the sams sense as the old but provides in the first and 
Second Years 4 fairly broad general education in which the 
intensive work gives a student sucn a training that he may 
in the Third and Fourth Years foblow the lins of study for 
which he has real apility - the new course in effect alhbows 
a sort of sub-specialization of which m:ny who are not of 
the Honour class take advantage. 

The reduction of General Course subjects attached to the 
Honour courses was based on the belisf that 2 smaller amnhbar 
with more intensive work was much better than a greater number 
of subjects with fewer hours and less effective work. 

fhe reguiatious respecting entrance to Honour Courses 
for 1916-1617 permit the Council to admit on probation a 
student who has not for satisfactory reasons secured the 
necessary standing in four subjects of Honour Matriculation 
or of an equivalent examination, sut (1) only on probation 
for the Michaelmas Term (2) on condition that he fulfil the 


conditions of the General Course of the First Year in addition 


to those of the Special Course and (43) on the understanding 


that he take up no subject beyond the requirements of his 
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course excéot on the recommendation of his College and the 


Honour Department in which he is enrolled. 


in which a student can secure his degree in an Honour Course 
is five years, either he enters the General Course of the 
First Year and on securing standing therein repeats that 
year in an Honour Courege or he spends one year, but more 
generally two years in school in preparation for the Univ- 
ersity. 

It would appear at the present time that the general 
tendency cf Honour Course students is to secure more than 
the minimum requirement at entrance oy spending two, or at 
least one year in the High School or Collegiate Institute 
after obtaining the Pass Junior Matriculation certificate, 


in the most advanced work offered in the schools of the 


Province. 


